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STUDIES IN PLAUTUS. 



ON A SUPPOSED LIMITATION OF THE LAW OF "BREVES 
BREVIANTES" IN PLAUTUS AND TERENCE. 

By R. C. Manning, Jr. 

PROFESSOR KLOTZ in his Grundzuge Altromischer Metrik 
(Leipzig, 1890), p. 56, makes the statement that in the 
'interior' arses (Senkungen) of iambic and trochaic dipodies, i.e. 
in the arses of the ' even ' feet (2d, 4th, etc.) in iambic, and of the 
'odd' (1st, 3d, 5th, etc.) in trochaic lines, 1 the shortening of a long 
syllable under the law of Breves Breviantes is scarcely ever found. 
(" In den inneren Senkungen der Iamben und Trochaen sind diese 
Kiirzungen fast ganz ausgeschlossen.") It is the object of this arti- 
cle to show by an enumeration of the instances that this statement 
of Professor Klotz is incorrect. 2 

In the following lines we have examples of this shortening 3 in 
' interior ' arses : 



1 It is these ' interior ' feet which give the key-note of the rhythm to iambic 
and trochaic lines. They are therefore in Greek dramatic poetry kept free from 
spondees, which would spoil the rhythm. A Greek iambic trimeter, for example, 
admits spondees only to the first, third, and fifth feet ; a Greek trochaic tetrameter 
admits them only to the second, fourth, and sixth. Plautus admits spondees to 
these ' interior ' feet, but avoids such spondees as involve a clash of the metrical 
ictus with the natural accent of the word. Klotz, p. 316 ff. 

2 In respect to the trochaic lines of Terence this has been already demonstrated 
by Dr. Podiaski: die Trochaischen Septenare des Terenz (Berlin, 1894), p. 22. 

3 I omit instances where the dissyllable may be scanned as a monosyllable by 
synizesis, e.g. io, di~bs, etc. ; also words ending in a short vowel preceding -s, e.g. 
bonus, where the s need not go to make 'position' ; also ego, mihi, iibi, sibt, til, 
ubi, which in Terence certainly are really pyrrhic words ; also in the lines of 
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(a) Dissyllables * ■ — in iambic lines : 

i. in second foot — of senarius: Asin. 752 Lenad dedit dono etc. 
Bacch. 270 Postquam quidem praetor etc. Bacch. 923 Veriim lubet 
etiam etc. Capt. 21 Hie nunc domi seruit etc. Cure. 255 A. 
Fatedr. B. Abi deprome etc. Epid. 450 Memorant apiid reges etc. 
Men. 253 Verum tamen nequeo etc. Mil. 585 Veriim tamen de me 
etc. Mil. 1 125 Istiic caue faxis etc. Most. 66 Tace atque abi rus : 
ego etc. Pers. 462 A. Numqufd moror ? B. Euge, euge etc. Poen. 
696 Siquiddm potes esse etc. Poen. 979 A. Qui sefs ? B. Viden 
homines etc. (Pseud. 544 Quasi in libro cum scribuntur calamo 
h'tterae \_del. cum edd.].) Stich. 262 Malum quidem si uis etc. And. 
760 Mane - ; caue quoquam etc. Heaut. 812 Huiiis modi mi res etc. 
(The scansion mihi is very rare in Terence.) Phorm. 41 1 Hahahae, 
homo suauis etc. Hec. 624 Grauitdr quidSm ; nam hercle etc. 

— of septenarius : Asin. 625 Verbdm caue faxis, uerbero etc. 
Asin. 704 Em sic : abi, laudo nee te equo etc. Cist. 744 Teciim 
uolo : sociam te - mihi etc. 

— of octonarius: Cas. 231 A. Quo nunc abis? B. Mitte me\ 
A. Mane etc. Phorm. 810 A. Quid est? B. Itan paruam mihi 
fidem etc. 

ii. in fourth foot — of senarius: Bacch. 1041 — sunt : utram tu 
accipias uide {del. tu edd.). Capt. 364 — hui'c dedi uigintf minis. 
Cas. 143 — nil ages sine med arbitro (med A, met P). Trin. 503 
— nfl erat dicto 'spdndeo.' (Hec. 201 — omn^s socrus oderunt 
nurus \includunt edd.'].) Hec. 430 — A Et quidem te expecto. B 
Quid est ? Ad. 423 — quad modo dixti ; et quod queo. 

— of septenarius : (Naev. Com. 108 R. Etiam qui res magnas manii 
saepe gdssit gloridse. 2 ) 



Terence words ending in -r, and -/, e.g. moror, stetit, whose last syllable seems in 
the time of Terence to have been ' half-long.' 

1 Here also should be mentioned the following trisyllables reduced by elision 
to dissyllables : Phorm. 546 Sed parflmne est, quod omnibus nunc nobis suscenset 
senex? Epid. 64 A. Quid nunc me retines ? B. Amatne istam quam emit de 
praeda ? A. Rogas ? (In ' exterior ' arses we have : greglque Asin. 3, licetne Cure. 
401, parfimne Merc. 692, uidetque Trin. 109.) 

2 The only example of the kind, unless we admit Plaut. Mil. 402 Nescio quid 
credam egomet mihi iam : ita quod uidisse credo (A ; om. P). A dissyllabic ' Sen- 
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— of octonarius : Bacch. 974 Quadringentos filids habSt atque etc. 
(And. 682 A. Faciam. B. At iam hoc opust. A. Hem — sed mane 
concrepuft a Glycerio ostium \om. a Glycerio G~\.) 

iii. in sixth foot — of septenarius : Asin. 467 — uerbd caue sup- 
plicassis. Asin. 701 — decorum erum uehere seruom. Cist. 738 
— quoidam negat esse qudd det. Most. 200 — unf modo gessi 
mdrem. Stich. 674 — uostriim uolo spectatdres. 

— of octonarius: Hec. 208 — post modo rescisces, scio. (Ad. 
173 A. O f acinus indignum! B. Geminabit nisi caues. A. Ei 
miserd mihi (sic A ; o miserum facinus cett. ; o ind. fac. nisi caues 
gem. Fleckeisenus)^) 

(i>) Dissyllables — in trochaic lines : 

i. in first foot — of septenarius : Amph. 333 Hfnc enim mihi etc., 
773 Si haec habet etc. Asin. 536 Ndn uotd ted amare etc. Aul. 
608 Tu modo caue etc., 629 Quf modo nusquam etc. Bacch. 79 
Quid si apud te eueniatetc, 696 Qudm malum facile etc. Capt. 534 
Nunc enim uero etc., 643 Se'd uide sis etc. Cas. 531 Hoc erat 
ecastdr etc. Cist. 80 Vdrum enim meretrix etc., 503 Hfc apud nos 
etc. Epid. 162 Ndn enim nunc etc., 648 Nunc enim tu etc. Mil. 
293 Ve'rum enim tu istam etc., 612 Sed uolo scire etc., 1144 Vds 
modo porro etc. (Most. 390 Ndn modo ne intro eat, uerum etiam ut 
fugiat etc.), 850 fist: abi canis etc., 929 Nunc abi rus etc., 1099 
Tanto apiid iudicem etc. Pers. 185 Aio enim uero etc., 489 NUmquam 
enim posthac etc. Poen. 286 Ndn enim potis est etc., 287 fit tamen 
quaestus etc., 358 Se'd uide sis etc., 387 Sic enim dicere"s etc., 609 
A. St, tace. B. Quid est ? etc. (St | Tace etc., Leo). Pseud. 663 Se'd 
uide sis etc., 675 Quo modo quicque etc. Rud. 989 Ndn enim tu hie 
etc., 1053 A. Haiid pudet. B. Nil etc. Stich. 58 Qui manet ut etc., 
88 Ce"rto enim mihi etc., 96 Niimquam enim nimis etc., 515 Cras 
apiid me eritis etc., 600 Ndn enim solus etc., 758 fit quidem nobis etc. 
Trin. 370 Tu modo ne etc., 602 Quo modo tu istuc etc., 855 Qud 
modo quidque etc. True. 261 Se'd uolo scire etc., 908 Ndn enim 
possunt etc. And. 823 Immo enim nunc etc., 899 Hdc modo te 



kung' in this foot is extremely rare (Ter. Eun. 1007 tibi, Hec. 249 magis in, 790 
uit, Phorm. 794 «</«lescens). 
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obsecro etc. (97 1 Nee morast ulla etc., sic A ; nee mora ullast etc. cett.). 
Eun. 560 A. Quid tacSs? B. O etc., 724 Id modo die etc., 766 Hoc 
modo die etc. Heaut. 1031 ~&A cauS posthac etc. Phorm. 337 Ndn 
potest satis etc., 338 Immo enim nemo etc. Hec. 223 At uide quam 
inmerito etc. Ad. 201 Verum enim quando etc. 

— of octonarius: Aul. 830 Quod modo fassu's etc. Stich. 302 
Ndn enim possum etc. (Caec. Com. 1 19 R. Nunc enim uerost etc., 
230 Ntinc enim demum etc.) 

ii. in third foot — of septenarius : Asin. 237 Qufn si tu uoles 
domi serui etc., 329 Maior apud forumst minor hie est etc. (Aul. 660 
A. Fiigin hinc ab oculfs ? Abin [hinc] an non ? B. Abeo. A. 
Caue sis reuideam (te uideam MSS.) (versus suspectus).) Capt. 870 
A. Nunc tu mihi places. B. Abi, stultu's etc., 999 Cruciamenta, 
uerum enim uero etc. Cist. 67 Siquid est quod doleat, dolet : si 
autem etc. Cure. 160 A. Mane, suffundam aquolam. B. Viden ut 
anus etc., 170 Ipsus se excruciat qui homo quod amat etc. Epid. 
252 Flum argentum sumpsfsse apiid Thebas etc., 653 Tibi quidem 
quod ames domi praestost etc. Merc. 435 Flccillum uided : iubSt 
quinque etc. Mil. 1372 Verum non potest : cauS faxis etc. Most. 
808 A. At enim mulierds — B. Cau8 tu ullam etc. Poen. 1406 
Aiisculta sordri : abi diiunge etc. Stich. 95 A. Sine, pater. B. 
Quid opiist? A. Optist. B. Morem etc., 153 Nam dies totds apud 
portum etc., 396 I intro, Pinaciiim, iube famulos etc., 602 Mfhi modo 
ausculta: iube cenam ddmi coqui etc. (P; iube domi cenam coqui 
A), 623 T>6os salutabd modo : poste ad etc., 754 Ita me di ament 
niinquam enim fiet etc. Trin. 989 A. Abin hinc ab oculis ? B. 
Enim uero etc. And. 855 Nescioqui sendx modo uenit etc. Heaut. 
316 IJbi si paululiim modo quid etc., 899 Ut ne paululdm quidem 
subolat etc. Hec. 753 Lepida es. Sed scin quid uolo potius etc. 
Ad. 167 Abi prae strenue ac fores aperi etc., 168 A. I intro nun- 
ciam tu. B. Enim non sinam etc., 964 Re's apparet et quidem porro 
haec etc. 

— of octonarius: Eun. 742 Verba dum sint; uerum enim si ad 
rem etc. Hec. 527 Pdperit filia: hdm tacfis? 6x quo etc. 

iii. in fifth foot — of septenarius : Amph. 703 — si uelis aduorsa- 
rier. Aul. 823 — mine uolo me emitti manu. Capt. 572 — Pliis 
quidem quam tibi aiit mihi. Epid. 585 — tamen ero matris filia. 



Studies in Plautus. 91 

Mil. 283 — Ndn enim faciam quin scias. Stich. 597 — Qui maltim 
tibi lassd lubet ? True. 808 — duds habSt et auias duas. Hec. 843 
— hdc itiist. A. Verum reperies. 

— of octonarius: Pers. 272 — A. Nunc domtim propero. B. 
Mane etsi properas (or anapaestic ?). 

iv. in seventh foot — of octonarius: Heaut. 580 — A. fiinctu's 
omcitim. B. Tace sodes. Ad. 517 dudum. A. Die sodds. B. 
Aptid uillamst. 

(c) Monosyllables 1 — in iambic lines : 

i. in second foot — of senarius : Men. 536 Istiic ubi illae armillae' 
etc. Heaut. 79 Recttimst, ego tit faciam etc. 

— of septenarius: (Asin. 720 A. Opta fd quod tit contingat tibi 
uis. B. Quid si optaro ? A. Eudniet (if this be the right scansion).) 
Eun. 290 Mirdr, quid ex Piraeo abierit etc. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

ii. in fourth foot — of senarius: Bacch. 364 — macro ego ilium 
infortunio. (Mil. 858 — hercle ego ilium adducam a foro.) (A ; 
erum ad. P.) Most. 475 A. Facttimst. B. Quid est? non inte'l- 
lego. And. 668 — Quod nisi hoc consilium darent. And. 745 — 
forum ! Quid illi hominum litigant ! Heaut. 848 A. Quaesd quid 
tu hominis e"s ? B. Quid dst ? A. Iamne oblftus es ? (A ; om. est 
cett) Ad. 787 — sunt, ita tit dixi, Sdstrata. 

— of septenarius. No example. 

— of octonarius : Hec. 198 Pro deum atque hominum fidem, quod 
hdc genus est ? etc. 

iii. in sixth foot — of septenarius : Cist. 41 — quaesttim nisi tit ne 
esurfrem. Rud. 703 — metus has id tit faciant subigit. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

(d) Monosyllables — in trochaic lines : 

i. in first foot — of septenarius : Aul. 815 Credo ego ilium ut iussi 
etc. Capt. 414 Feci ego ista ut etc. Epid. 620 Se'd quis haec est 
mulidrcula etc. Mil. 288 Atque ego illi aspicio etc., 675 fit quod in 
dinis rebus etc. Most. 1062 Sdd quid hoc est etc., 1070 Ndn ego 
illi extemplo etc. Pers. 233 Atque ego h&nc [nunc] operam etc. 



Including dissyllables which are made monosyllables by elision. 
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Poen. 1296 Sdd quid hoc est etc. Stich. 629 N<5n ego isti apud te 
etc. Trin. 341 Ndn eo haec dico etc., 718 Hie quoque hinc abiit 
etc. True. 770 Se'd quid hoc est etc. Heaut. 329 Turn quod Illi 
argentum etc. Hec. 747 Nam neque ille hoc etc., 851 Nam neque 
in nuntid etc. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

ii. in third foot — of septenarius: Aul. 655 Mane, mane: quis 
illic e'st ? quis hie intus etc. Cure. 611 Si uis tribus bolis uel in 
chlamydem etc. Epid. 217 Quom ad portam uenio, atque ego illam 
illi etc. And. 302 A. Qui scis ? B. Apud forum modo 6 Dauo etc. 
Heaut. 658. A. Dd ilia. B. Nescid, nisi ex ipsa etc. Heaut. 1040 
Quo modo obsequare et tit serues etc. Phorm. 846 Niim tu intel- 
legis quid hie narret? etc. Hec. 528 Pdrii! ex quo cense's nisi ex 
illo etc. Hec. 851 Nam neque in nuntid neque in me ipso etc. 

— of octonarius : Pers. 85 1 Quiane te uocd, bene tit tibi sit etc. 
iii. in fifth foot — ■ of septenarius : Merc. 393 — A. uidi. B. Eho 

an uidisti, pater? Most. 1074 — Nunc ego ille hue ueniat uelim. 
Stich. 697 — pacto ego hoc tecum diuido (tecum hoc B). Stich. 
741 Si amabilitas tibi nostra placet, si tibi ambo acceptf sumus l 
(MSS. = P). And. 906 — A. ceVte is 6st. B. Saluos sis, Chremes. 
Eun. 716 — qud modo hinc abeam ne'scio. Phorm. 1028 — atque hie 
est infortunio. Ad. 559 — £m, uide tit discidit labrum. Ad. 706 — 
tu fac tit dixi, si sapis. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

iv. in seventh foot — of octonarius. No example. 

(<r) Initial syllables — in iambic lines : 

i. in second foot — of senarius : Aul. 673 Nunc hoc ubi abstrudam 
etc. Merc. 774 Siquid tibi euenit etc. Mil. 1289 Mittd iam ut decidi 
etc. Poen. 981 A. Quid iam? B. Quia incedunt etc. True. 698 
Ubf male accipiar etc. Phorm. 439 Dicam tibi inpingam etc. Phorm. 
707 Anguis per inpluuium etc. (Ad. 716 Quo ndn ? neque illi fabrica 
tilla erat nee fratrem homo.) [ADG ; fabrica illi(c) cett.~\ 

— of septenarius. No example. 

— of octonarius: Pers. 268 Virtust ubi decasio admonet etc. 



1 [An unusual type of shortening. Should we omit nostra as a gloss or trans- 
pose accept) ambo ? — W. M. L.] 
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ii. in fourth foot — of senarius : Amph. 893 — factum id Amphf- 
truoni dffuit (id factum Led). Poen. 637 — se"d quid istuc ad me 
attinet ? 

— of septenarius. No example. 

— of octonarius: Eun. 589 Venfsse clanculdm per inpluuium etc. 
iii. in sixth foot : 

— ■ of septenarius. No example. 

— of octonarius: Andr. 266 — momento hue uel illuc inpellitur. 
(Ad. 334 — hanc sibi uxorem diicere [si A, sibi cett., se Spengel].) 

(/) Initial syllables — in trochaic lines : 

i. in first foot — of septenarius: Amph. 839 Ndn ego illam etc. 
Asin. 265 Sed quid illuc etc. Aul. 165 Nunc ego istum etc., 606 
Niinc sine oinni suspfcione etc. Bacch. 52 Ndn ego istuc etc. 
Capt. 301 Ndn ego istunc etc., 562 fit quidem Alcumeus etc., 617 
Niinc ego inter sacrum saxumque etc. Cas. 559 Nunc ego ilium 
etc., 804 Nam quid illaec etc., 970 Niinc ego inter sacrum saxumque 
etc. Men. 791 Atque ob istanc etc., 861 Sane ego ilium etc. Merc. 
413 Sed quid Ala etc., 449 Ndn ego illam etc., 619 Ne'e tibi istuc 
magfs etc. (Ndn tibi istuc magis Leo). Mil. 618 Me tibi istuc etc., 
65.9 At quidem illuc etc. (757 Fit pol illuc ad illiic (illud ad lllud Leo, 
MSS.) etc.). Most. 256 Vah quid ilia etc., 1087 Dfxi ego istuc etc. 
Poen. 368 Mene ego illaec patiar praesente etc. (J 3 : ego pr. pat. 
illaec A), 1207 Nds fore inuito etc. Pseud. 378 Se'd sine argento 
etc. Stich. 118 Hau male istuc etc., 513 Quam me ad ilium etc., 
599 Atque ad ilium etc. Trin. 709 Quid tibi interpellatio etc., 935 
Sed ubi absinthium etc., 995 Ibo, ad ilium etc., 1053 Si mage exigere 
etc. True. 287 lam he'rele ego istos etc., 317 Vdrum ego ilium etc. 
Eun. 239 Hie ego ilium etc. Hec. 874 Aiit quid istuc etc. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

ii. in third foot — of septenarius: Ad. 202 Age iam cupio, si 
modo argentum etc. 

— of octonarius: Pers. 192 Sce'lus tu pueries; atque ob istanc 
rem etc. 

iii. in fifth foot — of septenarius : Epid. 326 — si he'rele ego ilium 
semel prdndero. (Most. 804 — Em tibi adduxi hominem, <Simo>.) 
Rud. 1208 — Sed quid istum remoramini ? True. 309 — Ndn enim 
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ille meretrfculis. And. 830 — atque in incertas niiptias. (And. 918 
— re quod ilium moneam probe.) (BCEP\ ilium quod ADG edd.) 

— of octonarius. No example. 

iv. in seventh foot — of octonarius. No example. 

(g) Medial syllables — in iambic lines : 

i. in second foot — of senarius : Amph. 939 Caphint uoluptates etc. 
Men. 37 Postquam Syracusas etc. Mil. 11 24 Quin sf uoluntate etc. 
Pers. 76 Ubi sint magistratus etc. Poen. 1 Achfllem Aristarchi 
etc. Pseud. 69 Hariinc uoliiptatum etc. Pseud. 537 Tua uoluntate 
etc. Heaut. 71 Haec ndn uoliiptati etc. (Caec. 182 Atque lit magi- 
stratus etc.) 

— of septenarius. No example. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

ii. in fourth foot — of senarius, septenarius, octonarius. No 
example. 

iii. in sixth foot : 

— of septenarius : Poen. 1263 — nunc hac uoluptate se"do. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

(A) Medial syllables — in trochaic lines : 
i. in first foot : 

— of septenarius: Stich. 59 Nee uoluntate id facere meminit etc. 
And. 960 Quod uoluptates eorum propriae etc. 

— of octonarius. No example, 
ii. in third foot : 

— of septenarius : Stich. 689 Ndsmet inter nds ministremus etc. 
True. 761 lam hercle apud nouos omnfs magistratus etc. 

— of octonarius. No example, 
iii. in fifth foot : 

— of septenarius : Cure. 369 — hie ministrabit, ego edam. 

— of octonarius. No example. 

— iv. in seventh foot — of octonarius. No example. 

The number of these examples is sufficient contradiction of 
Professor Klotz's statement that this shortening is 'scarcely ever 
found ' in ' interior ' arses. And if we compare this number with the 
number of shortenings of this kind in ' exterior ' arses, the full incor- 
rectness of his statement appears. The statistics show that one 
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' exterior ' foot, the first foot of the iambic line or hemistich, is a 
favorite place for these shortenings, but that in the other feet it is 
nearly a matter of indifference whether the foot be 'interior' or 
' exterior.' Thus the shortening is found in Plautus and Terence in 
iambic lines in the 3d and 5th feet of senarii and the 3d and 7th of 
septenarii and octonarii : 

a) in dissyllables 39 times, (p) in monosyllables 17 times, 

c) in initial syllables 29 times, (</) in medial syllables 5 times, 

in the 2d, 4th, and 6th feet: — 
a) in dissyllables 36 times, (b) in monosyllables 12 times, 

V) in initial syllables 12 times, (</) in medial syllables 9 times, 

in trochaic lines in the 2d and 4th and 6th feet : — 
a) in dissyllables 92 times, (b) in monosyllables 23 times, 

V) in initial syllables 31 times, (</) in medial syllables 8 times, 

in the 1st and 5th feet + 3d and 7th feet : — 
a) in dissyllables 63+31, (b) in monosyllables 25 + 10, 

c) in initial syllables 38 + 2, (if) in medial syllables 3 + 2. 

Professor Klotz, however, is right in saying (Grundz. p. 56) that 
this shortening is not found (cf. Cas. 718 me abi et ctfra) in the 
seventh ' Senkung ' of the iambic septenarius ; though it should be 
added that this ' Senkung ' is so seldom dissyllabic * that there is not 
sufficient evidence to prove that the substitution of a shortened 
iambus for a pyrrhic was more avoided in this foot than in any 
other. 



1 E.g. Most. 186 Equidem pol miror tam catam tam docilem te et bene doctam. 
Heaut. 742 A. Etiamne tecum hie res mihist? B. Minume: tuom tibi reddo. 
Hec. 795 Ut gratiam ineat sine suo dispendio et mihi prosit. 



